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REMARKS

SOURCE

25X1X
I:l 1. Between 23 March and 17 April, cource observed the following air activity
at Crossenhain airfields ‘ .
25X1X _ , . '

23 Yarch. Ab 2 paa, & total of 23 MiG-1l3s and type-29 planes, fitted with
auwiliary fuel tenks, were obaserved at the field,
24 March, At 1:42 pem., & Li-2 took off from which 7 men perachuted st
1:50 p.m. From the roment of jumping to the touching of ground; 124 seconds
were timed. After circling once, & men jumped from the sewe plane at an
altitude of 500 meters. The plene lended at 2:08 pom. and again “took off at
2:14 p.m. Subsequently, 4 end 7 perachute jumps were observed, The weather
wags clear. :
25 V'arch., Between poon and atout 3 pum,, perachuting from a li-2 wes prac-
Ticed, 19 jumps being counted. Eetween 3 and 9 p.m., MiG-15s practiced forma-
tion flying in elements of two end individual local flying. | | 25X1

25X1 About 4 p.m., 28 ¥iG-15s and _ 29X1

type-2Q planes ware counted at the ileld,
26 Marghs_ In the efternoon, locsl flying wes practiced in clear weather.

27 March. In the efterncon, individusl 1C~-minute flights were mode, There
vas a 2710 overcast,

28 Yarch, Fetween 11:40 a.m. and 6 p.r., 45 individual take-offs were mede
by MiG-154, which practiced locel flying. A&t the same tire, Yek-1le practiced
20-minute flights., 2t about 1 puhe, 3 Po-2s took of £, and, after 20 minutes,
landed again. it 6 p.m., 32 MiG-15s and type~2% planes were counted at the
field.

29 Varch, Fetween 2 and 4 p.k®., 3 Fo-Rs mede 4O-minute flights. The sky

was 3710 overcast.
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30 March., During dsytime, there wes no flying. There was an about
8/5.5 overcast. After about & pom., night Llying was conducted, the
aircraft flying individually, in elemenis of two and in flight forwe-
tion.

31 March, Fetween 10330 a.m. end 2 poio, about 15 swept~back jeot
fighters practiced individusl S-minwte flights. There wes a 6/10
overcast,

1 Ay}_‘ilo Few suept-back jet fighters practiced individusl flying.
There wes & 3/10 overéast and a visibility of shout 2 km,

"2 April, Throughout the day, there was iuntensive individual flying
and little flying in elemenits of two and flight formetion. The indi-
viduel flights lested 4 minutes and the formation flights 25 to 30
minutes. For formation flying the plenes took off in repid succession
in elements of two and ansembled after a few secconds. About 10:15 a.m.,
a MiG.15 towing an air sleeve was observed at an sltitude of 2,000 meters.
The d esve tarpget was atacked by two jeit fighters, without aircraft
weapons being used.

3. April. Petucen £ a.m, and 7 pom., there was intensive flying by aire
eraft flying individually and in groups of two, three snd four. 7he
sky wes 3/10 overcast and visibility was good.

25X1

5.hpril, Yo flying wes conducted, MiG.15[ | was 25X1
parked in front of an aircraft revetment. There was & 9/10 overcast at
an altitude of 700 meters and visibility of sbout 6 Im.

6 Arril. Fetusen 9 am, amd 5330 p.m., there waz mostly individual
flying by ¥ek-lls, and repeatedly by Fo-Rs. AL about 11 a.m. two MiG-15s
were aloft. TFrom 8:15 p.n. until after midnight, night flying by jet
fighters was practiced.

7 April, Between 8 acm. and noon, MiG-15s fltted with awdliary fuel
tanks made local flights. At about 11 a.m., a twin-engine plane, pro-
tably a 1i-2, landed. Eetween 1 a.m, and 2 por., there was Ilying bty
Yak~1lg. At 5:30 p.m., 5 low-wing monoplanes with in-line engines cane
in for landing. )

10 spril. PBetween 7:30 a.m. and 4 poit., MiG-15s with suxiliary fuel
tonks mede individual locel flights of 7 to € minutes end other MiG-l5s
practiced flying in elements of two. Fetween 10 a.m. and 6 pom., Yak-lla
and Po-2s were also otserved aloft. At ebout 10 a.m., 2 MiG-15s flying
individually, € ¥G=158 in elements of two, 1 ¥ak~ll and 1 Po=2 were
obgerved in the air, Atout 2 p.ma., 5 individuel MiG-15s, 4 MiG-15s in
elements of two, 2 Yak-1ls and 1 Po-2 practiced flying. There was a
2/10 overcast end visitility of sbout 2 km. At aboubt 7 peme, 28 MifG-15s
and type-29 planes were parked in front of the fourith hanger from the
west and 12 planes in front of the eastermmost hangar,

1l Aprdl, Between 7:30 a.m, end 2 p.m., the following air activity was
observed in clesr weather: 48 swepl-back jet fighters with auxiliary -
fuel tanks made individuel locsl flights of 7 to & minutes; 22 swept-
back jet fighters practiced about 15minute flights in elements of twoj
44, suept-back jet fighters with avxiliery fuel tanks took off in ole~

rents of two at intervels of 80 to 100 meters and then practiced flying
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in flight formetions for about 35 minutes, Between 2 p.m. &nd 6 p.m.,
-18 low-wing monoplanes with radial engines mede individual flighis of
about 20 minutes, 14 conventional plenes flew in elements of two, and

12 conventionel planes practiced flying in formetions of thres for

about 30 minutes. At about 10 a.r., nine jet bowmbers, apperently I1--28s,
crossed the field.

A2 Aprii. At 9 awm., 2 Po-2s practiced formation flying. At 1l a.m.,
8 conventional plane took off for e 20-minute losal flight.

14 April. Eetwsen O a.m. and 4 pom., the following air activity was
observeds 12 swept-back jet fighters with auxiliary fuel tanks wers
flying individually for 15 to 20 minutes; 14 conventional planes flew
individually for 30 to 40 mimutes; 4 Po-23 made local flights for

30 to 35 minutes; end 3 twin-engine planes, protably Li-2s, took off

et asbout 10 a.m., hesded north and returned from the same direction after
one and a half hours. There was a closed ceiling in the norning and a
9/10 overcast in the afternoon with intermittent light rain.

15 fpril, Petween 10 a.m, and 4 p.n., fiying wes precticed by swept-back
Jjet fightere and conventional planes. There wes & closed cloud base and
visirility of sbout 2 km. ’

16 April, Petween 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., swept-back jet fighters with
auxiliary fuel tanks circled over the field. The sky was not oowmpletely
overcast and visibility was limited to 5 kme

17 April. Betwem 11 a.m, and 5 p.m., there wes flving by swept-book
et fighters and conventi o | , ~]25X1
[The sky  25X1

was 3/10 overcasl and visitIIity wes 1inited i¢ about 6 km.t
25X1

3. Source observed the following air activiiy between 6 and 18 April:

25X1X 6 _April, After 7 a.m., locel flights were made. There was a closed
celling. FPetween 2 p.m. and 6 p.m., formation flying wes practiced in
elements of two, flights of three and four. The aircraft temporarily
disappeered in the clouds. There was nipght flying between 9 p.m. and
nidaight. :

7 April, There was day and night flying, while the sky was 7/10 over=-
cast., :

Approved For Reléase 2002/07/15 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001700490009-1



25X1

25X1A

25X1A

dio

25X1

i
o

Approved For Release 2002/07/15 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001700490009-1

SECRRT 25X1A

g April, Petween ¢ a.m. and 1 pumo, swepi~back Jet fighters practiced
fiylng individuslly and in forrations. There was e 7/10 overcast at a
ceiling of 800 meters. FPetween 10 p.m. and ridnight, the rotary search-
light at the field was in ocperation, tut no sir activity was observed,

¢ April, Trers was mo air acf;ivityo

10 April. 1In the nmorning, there was air activity by planes fiying indi..

_vidually end in forrations of four. One MiG-15 relesscd a sleeve target
over the center of the field. 4 totel of 26 M4G-15s were counted et the
field, vhile 4 to § MiG-155 were aloft. -

il fpril, Individual aireraft were observed over Grossenhain throughout
the day.

14 April, After 2 p.m., conventional planes precticed flying while the
sky was overcast and 1t reined intermittently. At 5145 Pelay & flight
of MiG-15s crossed Grossenhain, .

16 and 17 J‘p_g 11, In the afternoon, local flichts vere made by conventional -
planes and MiG-15s. There was & 7/10 overcast. At about 6 p.m. on 17 Lpril,
5 single-eagine planes lended at the field.

18 April. In the wmorning, individuvel local fl{ing was practiced by swept-
back jet fighters. The sky was 7/10 overcast, .

An SCR-602~type vader set was observed on the northern edge of the field
25 to 30 meters ficm another radar set which was previously observed.?

In wid-April, sedandFend truckl | both drivers 25X1

wearing red-bordere ack epaulets, and truck] | driver with 25X1
tlack-bordersd blue epsulets, were observed in Grossenhain, :

On 1C April, 5 MiG-15s and type-29 planes were observed west of the runvwey
and 15 such planes south of the rumway. Ten ewept-back jet fighters took
off at short intervels and some of them practiced flying at high sltitudes
vith vapor treils veing visitile. 4 soldier wearlng tlack-bordered bLlue
spaulets, armed with a submachine gun and carrying & signel pistol and a
red flag was observed at the gap of a fence along highway Ho 101.

| |Comnentu9‘ According to availstle information, Grossenhain airfield

8 oceupled by & fighter division headquarters and two fighter regiments.
Intensive individusl flight treining involving Yek-lls and Po-28 in addi-
tion to MiG-15g is particnlarly noteworthy. Since this type of air sctivity
hag teen wore frequently ctserved in Grossenhein than at other airfields, "
it cen be assumed thet a large number of younger pllots are stationed in
Grossenhain. It is telieved that retraining and initial flight training

off pllots who were newly assigned to the Twenty-Fourth Air Army are limited

to a few fighter regiments., 'The psrachute jumue observed w okably
routine jumps bty fighter pilots. Aircraft sre reported
for the first time in East Germany, Aircraft Fo %69 was observed in Erfurte

Bindersleten on 20 March 1953, This confirms that some MiG-153 of a fighter
regiment in Grossenhain ave temporarily stationed in Erfurt-Binderslebon,

I;Lgoment. Grossenhain airf‘ield is equipped with a radar stetion come
31stIng of & Dunbe~tyre radar set end an SCR-602 type set. .
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